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These Prakrtas soon drifted away from the desabhashas,
which came to be known as Apabhransa, the corruption of
the norm. This popular speech, as opposed to Samskrta and
Prakrta, was first made the object of literary culture by story
writers. Hence arose the literary Apabhransa, sometimes re-
ferred to as the language of the Abhiras. For every secondary
Prakrta, there^ was a_corresponding Apabhransa, and a
variety of the Saursem Apabhransa prevalent in Gujarata
about A. C. 1000 is called by Markandeya (A. C. 1450),
Gaurjan. This Apabhransa in its turn became the object of
literary culture; and the desabhasha continued to develop
on phonetic lines, evolving the tertiary desabhasha,
Gujarat!. Thus, age after age, the spoken language
was intensely cultivated under the influence of Sarnskrta,
as also of the literary language of the preceding age
which had ceased to grow, achieving for itself a new
stage in literary expression.

To summarise the position of languages in Gujarata
during the period under review: A late variety of the
primary desabhasha of the Aryans was in vogue about 200
B. C; Samskrta, soon thereafter, became the literary and
official language; Jaina Maharashtn Prakrta was used by
the Jaina sadhus in the fourth and fifth centuries, A. C;
Saursem Apabhransa, the spoken language of the people,
was growing into a literary language from about the same
time. King Guhasena of Valabh! (A. C. 559-569), accord-
ing to an inscription, wrote poems in Samskrta, Prakrta
and Apabhransa.

From early times the Jaina sadhus became a cultural
force in Gujarata. Madhyadesa and Magadha had no home
to offer them; the schools of Aryan learning were deeply
absorbed in solving questions of high philosophic and re-
ligious moment, and in making an advance on the system
of philosophy and ethics from which MahavTra had bor-
rowed his negative creed. Royal patronage was extended
mainly to the Brahmanas and the Bauddha bhikshus; the
great imperial house of the Mauryas did not feel any at-
traction for Jainism. The imperial Guptas, Devout worship-